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sylvania were coming over with at least the tacit approval of their gov-
ernments.
Buchanan replied he was sending two companies of artillery to
Harpers Ferry. He could take no steps "to preserve peace between the
states" because he had no authority to enter Ohio and Pennsylvania and
could only call out armed forces in case of invasion "from any foreign
nation or Indian tribe." Nothing happened, and John Brown went to
his death as scheduled. However, Buchanan's reply to Wise was to prove
highly significant in the crisis to come.28
John Brown's raid of October 16 was timed for the worst possible
psychological effect. It raised the specter of revolution while prepara-
tions were afoot for state conventions to select delegations to Charleston,
while some elections were being held, and while the new Thirty-sixth
Congress was approaching its first session. Northern response was
mixed; there was a struggle between hatred of violence and zeal for the
antislavery cause. Out of it came a rationalization that John Brown was
a martyr for freedom, slain by the barbarous slaveholders when he
struck for liberty.
The response was much stronger below the Potomac than in the free-
labor regions. To the South it seemed that the Republicans were hiring
gangsters to foment slave uprisings. Now many southerners believed
they had evidence that they would not be safe if the Republicans were
in power. This experience capped the climax of nerves which had shown
itself in the political reshuffling, the business panic, and the religious
revivals of the preceding years. The attitudes and actions of many people
were now conditioned almost entirely by emotion; the strength of
reason had been broken.
Political behavior was affected only slightly at the moment. The
Democrats did show some gains. In New York the Republicans lost
three of the state officers whom the Americans had refused to endorse,
but they gained the other six and kept the legislature. In New Jersey
the Democrats won the legislature, though they could not capture the
governorship. In Maryland they regained the legislature, but lost the
state ticket; the Americans elected Governor Hicks. In Massachusetts
Ben Butler cut down Bank's lead somewhat, and the old Whig ticket
gained; but the Republicans were safely in control. Thus the trend